CHANGES  AT   COURT
of the intendant was a corrective to the sale of offices. The office-
holders in all parts of France were the rich bourgeois of the district,
who had paid considerable sums for their position in order to
acquire a certain rank in society; hence their conduct was not
like that of officials who feel obliged to perform the function for
which they are paid. They regarded themselves as the notables
of their town rather than as the delegates of the Government.
The king could not count upon them to carry out his orders
exactly or to give him disinterested information about what was
going on in the country. The intendants, who were subject to
the Controller-General of Finance, were sent to keep a check on
the officials and had power to perform all judicial and financial
functions in their place. Each of them became the head of the
whole administration of his ginirdite, and the most powerful
person in that region.
The towns retained their councils and municipal officials, who
still bore the ancient names of hheuins, jurats, or mayors, but no
longer possessed any real power. The towns no longer disposed of
sufficient resources to meet then* expenditure, and most of them
had raised loans which they were unable to repay. The intendants
were charged with the task of liquidating their debts and super-
vising the management of their finances. Thus there grew up that
system of administrative tutelage which became a permanent
feature of French administration; all decisions arrived at by the
municipal authorities had to be subject to the approval of the
delegate of the Government.
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For more than a century past, the royal family had ordinarily
resided in Paris, at the Louvre or the Palais-Royal; it was there
that it held its court, to which resorted the most important persons
in the realm. Louis XIV was not fond of Paris, which recalled
memories of the revolts during the Fronde, so he caused a palace
to be built at Versailles, where he took up his permanent residence,
reserving his favours to those who came to pay court (ftire la cour]
to him there. Up to that time the court of France had had a free,
gay bearing under all the kings: the lords and ladies had free access

